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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is 

Your Name on all the Earth. Make this 
day an opportunity for our lawmakers 
to advance Your providential purposes. 
May they think Your thoughts, striv-
ing always to do Your will. 

Lord, lead them together to find so-
lutions to the problems that beset our 
Nation and world. Calm their fears and 
strengthen their faith, as You use them 
to accomplish Your will. Let Your 
peace guard their hearts. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today the Senate is continuing to con-
sider S. 1, a bill to approve the Key-
stone XL Pipeline. Chairman MUR-
KOWSKI and Senator CANTWELL are here 
this morning to manage debate, and 
there are several amendments pending. 
We will begin voting on those and any 
other amendments in the queue shortly 
after lunch today. 

Senators also should begin gathering 
in the Chamber at 8:20 this evening so 

that we can proceed as a body to the 
House for the State of the Union Ad-
dress. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 240 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I understand there 
is a bill at the desk that is due for a 
second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). 

The clerk will read the bill by title 
for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 240) making appropriations for 

the Department of Homeland Security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR 
POSITIVE CHANGE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, to-
night we will welcome President 
Obama to the Capitol. We look forward 
to hearing what he has to say. 

We are looking forward to Senator 
ERNST’s address, as well. JONI ERNST 
understands the concerns of hard-work-
ing families in a way much of Wash-
ington has not. That is why the people 
of her State sent her here—to fight for 
them. She will explain the commit-
ment of this new Congress to work for 
policies aimed at the good jobs and bet-
ter wages Americans deserve. 

Tonight is a big moment for the 
President—and for our country. The 
tone he strikes and the issues he high-
lights will tell us a lot about what to 
expect in his Presidency’s final act. 
There is a lot riding on it, and we will 
be listening closely. 

One option is the path he has been on 
for so many years. I sincerely hope he 

makes a different choice. The Amer-
ican people just spoke in clear terms 
about this direction. They called for a 
new one. We should work together to 
make Washington focus on their con-
cerns. 

Working with the new Congress for 
positive change—that is the second op-
tion for President Obama. It is the one 
struggling families and serious policy-
makers urge him to choose. The new 
Congress has already started to take 
up smart, bipartisan ideas focused on 
jobs and reform. But when we have 
asked the White House for constructive 
engagement, what we have seen, at 
least so far, has been pretty discour-
aging. We need to change this dynamic. 
We need to turn the page. The State of 
the Union offers that opportunity. 

The American people aren’t demand-
ing talking point proposals designed to 
excite the base but not designed to 
pass. What they said they are hungry 
for is substance and accomplishment. 
They want Washington to get back to 
work and focus on a serious jobs and 
reform agenda. They said they are 
ready to see more constructive co-
operation, especially on bipartisan jobs 
initiatives—bipartisan jobs initiatives 
such as the Keystone infrastructure 
bill. Keystone has support in both par-
ties. It is an important piece of infra-
structure for our country. According to 
what the Obama administration’s own 
State Department has said previously, 
constructing a pipeline would support 
literally thousands of jobs. It has al-
ready passed the House. We are cur-
rently working to pass it through the 
Senate. It will be on the President’s 
desk before long. We see no reason for 
him to veto these jobs. 

But whatever he decides, we are 
going to keep working for positive, 
middle-class jobs ideas here in Con-
gress. As I have said before, we are not 
here to protect the President from a 
good idea. If the President is willing to 
work with us, there is much we can get 
accomplished for the American people. 
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